
Mail Fakers Put Behind Bars Last Year Got Over $77,000,000 from the Unwary
The Total Sum Gleaned from American «Marks» by Unapprehended Sw.ndlers o! T> Kmd Can

Only Be Conjectured, but It Mounts to Stupendous Figures, and Just at Th,s Seaaon

Uncle Sam's Crusader» Against Fraudulent Use of the Ma,ls Have To

Be on the Alert Against the Spring Crop of New Schemes.

AROl'T thi« time of year mail fakers
of all kinds wake up and come

forth with new schemes hatched
during the long hibernating period of the

winter months. As a reformed faker once

explained to me, they figure that most

people are In a receptive mood about

springtime and ready fot a «hange.on the

lookout for new ventures which may lead

to that long looked for time when they
will no longer have to worry about rent

day and the wherewithal to pay for wifey's
new spring bonnet.
Bol while the fakers get busy Uncle f*am

is also on the Job. In fact, he has been
waiting for several years to get a good
whack at the dead beats and fakers who

the promoter. The greater pait of the

iTT.iaio.O'tn gathered In by persons jailed dur¬

ing the last year w'as invested before any

questions were asked or any precautions
taken against fraud.
R. S. Sharp is the man who has dpeet

«harge «)f Uacle Sam's crusade against the
fraudulent use of the mails. He is chief

inspector and the eye*, ears and nose of

the Fostofflce Department at Washington,
and under his control there are hundreds
of Inspectors in all sections of »he country
M arching out the fakers. In a long Inter¬

view with the writer Mr. Sharp was em¬

phatic in his denunciation of these Wul-

llngford« of get-rlch-qulck schemes.

"My experience with these fraud manlpu-

Of their operations f.nd the enormous

amount of their ill gotten ff.'.ins. For in¬

stance, only the few swindling promoters
who were arrested last year obtained more

than |77,MMM There are undoubtedly
hundreds Of persona operating similar

schemes who have not yet been caught.
The policy of the department is first to

crush out the strong and powerful elim¬

ínala who have grown rich at the game,

ami this had also proved « \c. rMngly ef¬

fective in eliminating the smaller fry.

"Since Tostmaster c.enerai i-iuchoock as-

d charge he has been very anxious to

rid the mails of Illegitimate literature used

In defrauding the public of untold millions,
and he Is the man who should have credit

Ing. He digs a hole in the ground.that la

the beginning of what Is called a prospect.
He may strike gold, but he will hardly do

It once In a thousand times. He Is careful
rot to spenil any more money In working
his prosiect than la necessary. He will

have a photograph of It made, then adver¬

tise his claim, and he will generally show a

little dirt with good traces of gold. Gold
ore In paying quantities runs In chutes,
leads and lodes. He is liable to enter a

fair looking lead, and after working for a

while the ore will give out.
"On the other hand, however, he may dig

a little further and strike the lead again;
but It Is the clement of doubt In the pros-

attempted to prooeefl with the work have
found In short order that this was exactly
what the advertiser did not want. Further¬
more, the machines furnished are usually
cheap and practically worthless affairs and
the prices charged exorbitant.
A fraud practised extensively through thi

mails and somewhat similar to the work-
at-home schemes was tljat in which a job

Î as salesman with a guaranteed salary waa

offered the prospective victim. He was re¬

quired, however, to make a deposit with
the promoter as an evidence of good faith
and to engage in a preliminary canvas« of
a week or a month. After he had obtained,
during the preliminary canvass, all the
orders he could from friends anxious to
see him succeed in the undertaking,
found it Impossible to carry out the ter.-,

of his contract because of the inferior
lty of the goods supplied or of the obsta
clcs put in his path by the promoter, un

was compelled to sacrifice his deposit and
are come, to naught the labor already per¬
formed.
!¦ recent years hundreds of men and

women throughout the United States have
'

THE TREE USED BY THE WIRELE3S
FAKERS IN THE $200,000 SWINDLE.

prey on their fellow men. hut It was not
until last year that hi« crusade got into
full «Wing. During that year mall fraud
promoters were pul OUI of business who
had obtatned more than $T",«m,(_ö from the
public. This, you will und« rstand, repre¬
sents only the money actually collected
by the swindlers who were arrested and
convicted and are now behind the hare.
This ehormous amount of loot «Iocs not

half represent »II th<- losses through vari¬
ous forms of swindling by mall. It Is only
the profit of those who have been «aught,
and do«« not Include the money oolloetad
by the hundnds of faker« who are still
operating. There Is no way to know how
va«t are the pickings of those operators of
Illegitimate schemes.

Every conceivable lure is laid before the
unw__% from wonderful patent devices to

be Sold to agencies to fake mining «cheme«.
Tl*er? aie no ft wer than forty different
groups of swindles, and in each group there
are many variation«. Borne of these are

only conatructlv« swindles, while others
are out and out fakes and «rimes, the ob¬
taining of money under deliberately false
pretences. Borne play upon the cupidity
of the victims, such as the green goods
worker«, and others upon their charity,
such as the obtaining of money for Insti¬
tutions that do not exist. In practically
.very case the victim Is caught because

be dees not Investigate the reliability of,

CHIEF POSTOFFICE INSPECTOR R. S. SHARP.

latera shows they are a distinct class of
criminals," said Mr. Sharp. "Many of them
are so-called promoters, but they promoto
nothing but their own Indlvldual^porkets,
and the government Is determined to bring
these promoters Into court an<l send them
to prison. I believe this Is the only pre¬
ventive, as our records show that none
of the criminals who have been once con¬
victed of a charge of this character has
ever again attempted to reorganizo the
scheme under a new name, as wa« often
the case where fraud orders alone were
the only punishment.
"Our work during the last year has un¬

covered a condition among the swindling
clasa which shows the astounding extent

agent gets, as a rule, from 40 to 50 per cent
of the proie« .Is of the «ale «>f the stock.
He Is generally ,« local man of supposed
good character and reputation He is aftOf
that commission, llu aells the «lock to his
friends, not under false representations, but
frequently under the honest belief that It
in going to be good as a nsult of what has
been told hlni. They «ell stock In every¬
thing It Is possible to Imagine.

"The favorite line of stock «old by these
frauds In the mining proposition, and It 1«
one of the h il :. possible fak«-.«« on which
to obtain convictions in court. For Instance:
A man starts out with a pick and shovel
to some mountainside in Artsona, which is
one of the favorite places to Hart prospect»

POSTMASTER GENERAL HITCH¬
COCK.

for the work. If the fraud promoters WOUld
confine their operations wholly within a

.-tat" It would be eaey enough for the its
to stop It: hut fraud operators do not so
confine Ihelr operatbms. They send their
fraudulent mail matter nil over the coun¬

try, having previously o! tallied a list of
what they call 'suckers.'

"Their usual method of operation ts some¬

thing like this: A man saves up a. little
money, and want.« to Invest It with a view
to Increase'! earnings, nr,«l anything Îi 11

looks like a goo«l proposition Is enticing,
provided the right fellow comes along nnd
offer« to sell It. These fakers organize
sales agencb-s. Th¦¦>. till the varhius selling
sub-agents full f falsehoods. The »elllng

I
pe. ts which they work on. Some légitimât
prospectors make fortunes, but they ai

fOW, very f« vv, and far between. 'I'll'* tn*.
artist, upon finding a show of OTO, wl

organize a company, capitalise it f«ir on

or fn million dollars. nn«l then put til
Mock In the hands of a selling acent, nlon
with his false printed matter and his lyln
statemen's. A friend once asked me: 'Win
la a "; m*-¡îcct" ?' I told htm ray Idea of
¦ptO pact' vvas a hole In the ground ownei

by a liar. It would be Impossible to estl
mute th" number Of millions of dollars th
Amerl. .in j.pie have dumped Into rottei
mining prospects, In the hope that tf the;
shoul'l yield gold It would make them rich
After all I« said an«l done, It Is the gambllni
spirit "f tlM American people upon whtcl
these fraud vulture« feed.

THE UNITED WIRELESS SCHEME
"Many kinds of business are used to has«

fraud schemes on. We hail what Is calle«
the T'nlted Wireless «ases recently, whlcl
Is possibly tho best sample thai can hi

given. The United Wireless; Company tool.

¦dvantagS of the Invention of the wlrele«.«
telegraph. They organized a mllllon-dollai
corporation, led the people to believe b]
literature that they were going to do «

large rommer«-ial buStnSSS, and ttndertOOl
to establish on the tODS of various buildings
In large cities high poles which WOTC sup¬

posed to be the Instruments through Whlcll
communication was had between the sta¬

tions. Few instances are noted where com¬

mercial messages were actually exchanged,
thOM poles h.-lng erected apparently for the

purpose of sending stock selling agents OV01
the country, (ailing attention to the fact

that they were in a new am! wonderful
commercial field. Of all the mon« y that

was received from the sale of stock, atout
.''> p«"- cent vvnt Info the pockets of fliese

selling agents, and the balance to th«' fini

promoters, and when the balance sheet waa

made up It w is fountl that practically no

Commercial business had been done between

the city statlona of any chararter at all. It

¦ubseejuontly developed that the promoter«
were the principal owners of the stock sell¬
ing agency company."
Among the old type» of schemes, Which

are still being work«-«! to day, WON those
which depended for their revenus upon
what may be termed catch-pinny advertise¬
ments. For < sample, articles Offered for
Mile are described M misleading language,
but so ambiguously a« to render It pnasi
ble for the advertiser to answer complaints
by saving the complainant had rnls«««n-
strued the advertisement. Renden WHO
Induced to believe that they could ohtatn
valuable Jewelry for a «mall «urn of money
by the description of aui'h Jewelry aa

"solhl-gold laid" or "Ocrniun silver." The
jew«dry actually furnlahed wa« of i ch.ap
variety, and thé only gold or silver in !ta
make-up was an external wash of one of
these metals of practlcully no thickness.
"WORK-AT-HOME" 8WINDLE8.

So-called "work at home" «ehernen have
vlctlmlz««! many women. The u»ual plan
Is to advertise for women to do work at
home for which a reasonable «'ompcnaatloii
wlll he paid. It 1« always a condition pre¬
cedent, however, that the worker buy from
the advertiser a typewriter or a sewing
machine with which to do the work, or a

sample or model of the article to be copied.
The Interest of the advertiser enda with
the salo of these goods, and women who

INSPECTORS' DIVISION, POSTOFFICE DEPARTMENT. UNCLE SAM'S ASSISTANTS IN HIS MAIL FRAUD
CRUSADE.

t
been gratified to receive a letter In v hie
tiny were informed thai f«»r some reaao
they had been selected as »he recipient «

¦ beautiful a I of aHverware, which was t
be given away f«>r advertising purpose
ah thai ih« \ were required to do in or.«

to obtain the pre-:'nt was to remit to th
Writer the sum named In ttie letter for th
«penas of packing and shipping. Man

availed themselves of the opportunity an

sent the money. Tluv did not real!*.« tha

they had be»n defrauded until they re< elv«

the Cheap and shoddy ware, the dlsposln
of which was the purpose of the promotci
The sum of money remitted for packln
and shipping represented, of «ourse, ne

only all expenses of the transaction, bu
also a large profit for the «»anders of th
litter.

"ASTROLOGERS" DRIVEN OUT.

During the last few years a large mini

ber of self-styled astrologlsts have beei

driven out of business These men adVOT
Used In newspapers and p.rlodlrals appeal
Ing to the credulous to have their fortune

to'd by the »tars, and promising to cast th<

horoscope and read »h« past, present an«

future of the patron for a small remittance
The system followed by these swindler:
was In nil Instances practically the same

No horoscope was cast, and the re.dim
furnished was a form of letter Idéntica
wllh that sent every other person whos
date of birth fell within the same sign 01

the zodiac These letters were prepared li

large quantities, an«! comprised, us B rule
twelve forms, one for each sign, Snd th«
only service performed by the "aatroIo<
ger" for the money paid him ar_fl to lolsd
the form covering the sign under whin
the patron was horn and send It to him.
Within the last year B number of S_hSS.OS

advertising to cure cancer through the
mails have ben under investigation. The
Inquiry has disclosed a thoroughly fraudu¬
lent state of affairs. Hundreds of thou-

of dollars annually have been col-
b cied by th'-s«« « on« ems from the un¬

fortunate and afflicted by false statements
that a sure curs «f their terrible malady
couM bo affactad through a new and
marvellous treatment »hat «Iocs away With
the knife. Analysis of samples of these
tr< Htnients, bought for the purpose, __¦>
« lose«! their SpuriOUSOasS and the luck Of
foundation fOt UM claims use«l to dupe
suffiiing victims. Ordinarily they have
been made UP of nothing but simple and
w«!l known «irugs, with no curative effect
whatever on cancer. In ono case, so anx¬

ious was the advertised discoverer of this
unknown cure that _is profits should not
h«- depleted by any cost for meitlclnes that
ids victims received merely plain grate«?, to
\. hi« li only a sanail amount of sulphate of
quinina had boon added »<> give a Buoraa
«.eut glow to («»present emanations of ra-

ilium. which, it was «lalmed, was the cura-

¡i.i agent. In several otlier caaes the treat¬
ment was mainly ma«le up of ordinary cot¬

tonseed oil. In another instance, in which
the cure was to ho made by "absorbent
packs," the contents of the bags was or¬

dinary earth.
1!.»sides fraudulent enterprises, a larg»

number of lotteries and Scheines «if that
i.;.ttire nave bat. «Irlven out «if business
i«centl\. The endless chain schein« s which
formerly flmirislnd throughout th» country
me new practically a thing of tho past,
«luessing contesta are now project«»«! only
sporadically. The old "diamond contracts"
have ulso disappeared, and many Invest¬
ment propositions modelled on the same

irirulple huve gone out of existence.
The schemes mentioned do not by any

m. ans comprise all thus« which havu lacn
suppressed, hut all of them are still under¬
taken occasionally, and probably will be
until tho end of time; but the Issuance of
a large number <>( fraud orders against
typical frauda ami lottery enterprises has
dciured many swindlers from undertaking*;

schemes they would otherwise take up

f way of making money.
A very Important case recently hand«

by postofllco Inspector? covered the opei
tlons of the «o-ca|lc«1 Mr.hray gang. T
first Complaints were made t<) the d ¦: ai

ment about two years ago, and investlfi
tlon disclose«! what Is believed to ha

been the most gigantic scheme of Its ki
ever operated on a largo scale by an <

ganizatlon of confidence men by means

fake horserace«, athletlo contests and t

like.
The swindle was perpetWited aucoe.«

fully In various part* of theVnlted Mat.
and victims In all parts of the count

were robbed of sums varying from $1.'
to «*:u.oro. it Is «stlmnted that the pr
moters obtained more than t"i,'ico,ono. Jol
C Mahray, the principal of this organiz
tlon, and eighty-nine of his associates we

Indicted in connection with this schem
Snd many of them have alrca«ly beea trl«

and convicted.
An« ther scheme to defraud. Inferí at ion

In its scope, vas known as the "gol
brick" swindle, by which victims wei

fleeced out of various sums ranging fro
IBM tO t2a,0<X). It has boon In operation
number of years. The scheme was handl«
Something like this: letters were mail«

in the United States ad<lres«p«l to del

people In Oreat 1'rltaln. the g. «icral id«

conveyed being that the deceased was ii

terested In a mining speculation; that tl

undertaking had been successful and thi

gold In vast quantltlej hail bean disco«,

ered, The purport of the letter was t

obtajn the dead person's Instructions as t

how his share should be handed ovar t

him. and. finally, the correspondence WOUl
wind up hv Inducing a representative c

the estate of the decease«! tO come to th
1'nited States. The investigation of thi
r« quired great »--kill on the part of th
Inspector handling it: a trip to Engten
was necessary t<> obtain important In
formation and evidence, and InvestIgatloi
had to he made In various parts of th

United States and Canada. The promoter
of the swindle were arrested and are BOS

behind the bars.

ANOTHER WIRELESS SWINDLE.

The scene for another wireless schem«
was laid In a prosperous mining city o

the West. Kverything looked good to th«

promoters, and what suited their schem*
best was the fact of the town being Io
cated on a slightly ascending slope of s

mountainside. On the higher si le of the
town there was a giant tree, the onl>
one of Its kind which could ho seen from

any part of the town. The wireless schem¬
er» went to work and chopped off every
branch of this tree, until there was noth¬

ing left but the hare trunk standing. They
then Installed a wlrclevj antcnn.e on th«

top of the tree, got some wireless ap¬

paratus, Installed It at the bottom. an«l

everything was in proper shape for the

prospective victims t«> como and H«lmir«_.
The citizens of the town were then in¬

formed of the wonderful opportunities for

getting rich quick by Investing In thlft
wireless stock. It was not long beforo th«
fakers aivumulated something moro than

I'.'OO.OOO from the credulous ones of the com¬

munity and decamped. The tree trunk 1¿

Btlll there.
An entirely new scheme is now on the

market, and all you credulous ones, 1 e-

ware! It Is the Mexican rubber plantation
game. Owing to the unsettled conditions
In Mexico It is practbally Impossible for

any one to learn the facts concerning any

acuerne of this character, no while the

trouble lasts these promoters are pushing
their game to tho limit. The .scheine is

worked in this way: Promotera tlood the

country with literature or prospectus. ...

setting forth the wonderful vai'iu of a

eertal.i i libber plantutlon in Me\t, " Thi
literature states they have already»,bought

the land and have plint.d It with rubbsf
glowing aceount is set forth of

the wonderful possibilities for rubber in
the future, of the great need of rubber for

.'. the automobile Industry and the

thousand and one other things for which
it is D I) and will probably b.

mote v i lely used hereafter, etc. After ex¬

citing »h. Interest of the victim, the pro¬
moters will then show him photographs»
of the alleged plantation. They produce

res showing a beautiful ruhber planta¬
tion, many aerea in extent, filled with
rubber trees. The victim buys stock,
which he gets et a very low figure. He
holds !t for a year or so, then he look«
lor the dividends, also the promoter. Not
hearing from either, he Institutes InVQS»
fixation, nnd finds there are one or two

acres owned by the company, with prob¬
ably ton or twelve rubber trees on them.
(.Copyright. _Slt by William I* Altdorfer.)

THE MOTIVE.
John D. Crimmlns was talking at ___¦

Beach, apropos of a political squabble,
about motive».

Motives are strange things,' be said.
"Never judge an action without firs' I m

_at*st lading its motive. Then you won't

go wrong.
"Apropos ef queer motl\es." Mr ''»im»

mips continued. "I'll tell yen about a duke.
This duke went to a musical comedy ore

cenlng. admired the leading lad} «_ff
much, and sent bar, by his valet, a bou¬

quet
"About a month later, as the duke was

lunching, a lady was announced. Th» dull,
roso and entered an anteroom and found,
to his surprise, the beautiful young __-*¦*.
Of the musical comedy of the month bo»

fore.
"'»>h, your grace,' »he «aid -Iiinjf.

'I have come to thank you for all yS-f
beaut!!-1 bouquet«.'
".Hut, ma.lam,' said the duke, 'I tl-B_

you are mistaken. I only sent you on«

bouquet, and that was a long time
" 'I'ut your valet, every evening,' -he

stammered, 'has brought me a h-niqu-t
from you!'
"The duke sent for his valet, and the

valet, admitted that what the metres« «a_¡
waa true.
"Now, do you think," said Mr (*rini*

niins, "that It was love which was th«

motive of Um valet's ¡strange conduct!
Oh, do: it was not love. The valet coS>

faaaai It was a sentiment less noble than

love. The nightly bouquet, It scents, »nlf

cost tho valet 60 cents, and tho flattered
actress gave him every evening a Í- tip."

BATHETIC.
General Marion Maus has a keen ana

«l.llcat« tasto In literature, and at a ist««-'
«linncr at Vancouver Barracks, «Hscus-ifUT
g popular novel of little worth, Central
Maus sal«!:
"The pathos of the book is really I'-thoe.

lt remind« me of a private's widow.

good woman was about to sell her hou*-"

hold furniture, her rugs, plated ware «*>»

what not.' As she was going over the*»

articles her eyes tilled with tears, a hcft~[
memories roac to her mind, and, laylss

asldc u hall-dozen knives, sh«' «aid:
" oh, (loar! I can't let these g<>! T,''>'.

been in poor George's mouth too often.

BIGGEST THING IN THE WOR-D.^
"'Fighting Hob' Evan«." said a »**

veteran of Washington, 'had, hke m

fighters, a tender heart.' . _

"'Fighting Hob' had a specially «nder

heart toward children. I < nee hearu

«ay, as he held hlJ Utile grandchild a «.

".A child Is tlie bigger «hing m

w.u id. A ragged, snvaclated, huatn «.»

U to me bigger than a battiesl-»>


